Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

130959Z 051793/15 

O 130952Z APR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7331 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 06326 

EXDIS 


DEPT PLEASE PASS TREASURY/NSC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PO, GW, EFIN 

SUB J : CHANCELLOR'S REPLY TO PRESIDENT ON PORTUGAL 

REF: STATE 50103 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT BASICALLY NEGATIVE 
RESPONSE BY CHANCELLOR TO PRESIDENT'S LETTER ON 
PORTUGAL WAS DISPATCHED TO WASHINGTON ON APRIL 12. 

2. WE HAVE NOT SEEN TEXT BUT UNDERSTAND FROM 
RELIABLE CHANCELLERY SOURCE THAT BUDGETARY DIFFICULTIES 
WERE CITED AS REASON FOR GERMAN POSITION. WE WERE 

ALSO TOLD THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS GIVEN ONLY 
CURSORY OPPORTUNITY TO FOCUS ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
RESPONSE AND THAT THE CHANCELLOR'S REPLY WAS 
FORMULATED AND DRAFTED IN THE FINANCE MINISTRY. 

3. WE HAVE IT FROM GOOD SOURCES THAT, UNLIKE FINANCE 
MINISTRY, FOREIGN MINISTRY BELIEVES THAT PORTUGUESE 
DO NEED ASSISTANCE, AND FONMIN WOULD BE MORE FORTH- 
COMING IF IT HAD ITS WAY. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 06326 130957Z 

AMBASSADOR VON STADEN HAS BEEN WEIGHING IN HEAVILY 
FROM WASHINGTON IN SUPPORT OF OUR PROPOSALS. 
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